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Solar Energy PEIS, Argonne National
Laboratory, 9700 S. Cass Avenue—EVS/
900, Argonne, IL 60439.

To Whom it May Concern;

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to 8mping for the Solar Programmatic
Environmental Impact Statement. Please considefotttaving comments during the drafting of
Solar PEIS. Mesa County is interested in the dgwemnt of all forms of energy in a manner that
will preserve our quality of life while minimizingnpacts on the communities and environment.
We would like to see development of the solar epeegources within the County. However,
none of the proposed reserved tracts under comasioerare in this county. Mesa County is
located approximately 150 miles northwest of tharest location in the San Luis Valley.

The Solar PEIS proposes to reserve 24 tracts dfifarix States. There are 4 tracts in Colorado.
The Solar PEIS will reserve and restrict uses antipit mineral leasing and surface uses in the
study areas during the time of the study. The falhgy are concerns, comments and questions
that we would like to see addressed in the drafbindpe PEIS.

« The PDF maps on the Solar PEIS website providéfiogent detail to evaluate the 4
sites proposed in Colorado. The data used to ctiease maps should be made available
for download in formats that can be used by popGI& software. Additionally, maps
should be made available interactively online samibhttp://www.nrel.gov/eis/imby/

* The PDF maps only show the extent of the transomssorridors within the area Solar
PEIS. An additional map of a wider scale shouldsshow the corridors connect with the
surrounding transmission grid. The map should stimaexisting capacities of the
transmission lines.

* The PEIS should take into account existing infrattire and proximity to urban areas in
a formula for calculating suitability of BLM lanaif solar development. The map titled
“Solar Potential from Concentrating Collector,” si®that the tracts in southern
Colorado that are part of this PEIS provide 6.6.®kwh/sg. meter/day. Other areas
managed by BLM of slightly less available solarrgyewith values of 5.5 to 6.0 kwh/sq.
meter/day that are closer to urban areas and eageld along existing transmission lines
were not considered for this PEIS. Electrical traission loss over long distances may
negate the slightly higher (10%) solar energy aédd in the PEIS study area. New
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electrical transmission corridors and higher cagacansmission lines will consume land
and create their own negative environmental anthags impacts. As part of the draft
Solar PEIS, areas slightly less than 6.0 to 6.5/&hmeter/day, should be considered
and included as one of the alternatives if theynamee efficient by their close proximity
to existing infrastructure.

The BLM Grand Junction Field Office is currentgvising the GJFO Resource
Management Plan. The plan is revised every 20 y&argsion of this plan should
include the identification of those areas suitdbtesolar development and include
addressing DOl initiatives in support of the Presits New Energy for America Plan.
Options for solar energy development in areasdwottified in the Solar PEIS such as
the Grand Junction resource management area shelddked at and included as an
alternative in the PEIS.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forwamdeviewing the Draft PEIS. Please contact
me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

(emailed)

Kurt Larsen, AICP
Director of Planning and Economic Development

CC:

Mesa County Board of County Commissioners
Jon Peacock, County Administrator

Lyle Dechant, County Attorney

Catherine Robertson, GJFO Manager
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