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Thank vou for yvour recent request for information on threatened or endangered species or
important wildlife habitats that may occur in your project area. The New Mexico Ecological
Services Field Ollice has posted lists of the endangered. threatened. proposed, candidate and
species of concem accurring in all New Mexico Counties on the Intermet. Please refer to the
following web page for species information in the county where your project oceurs:

hip. " wivw . (wa. gov/southwestes/NewMexico/SBC_intro.cfin. 1 you do not have access to the
[ntemet or have difficulty obraining a list, please contact our office and we will mail or fax you &
list as soon as possible.

After opening the web page, find New Mexico Listed and Sensitive Species Lists on the main
page and click on the county of interest. Your project arca may not neecssanily include all o1 any
af these specics. This iuformation should assist vou in determining which species may or may
not oceur within vour project area.

Under the Endangered Species Act, as amended (Acl), it is the responsibility of the Federal
action agency or its designaled representative to detenmine il a proposed action “may affect”
endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or designated critical habitat, and if so, to consult
with uy furthier. Siwilaly, i1 is their responsibility to dererminge if'a proposed action has no effect
to endangered, threatened, or proposed species, or designated critical habitat. 1f your action area
has suitable habitat for any of these species, we recommend that specics-specific surveys be
conducted during the lowcering season for plants and a1 the sppropriate line for wildlife to
evaluate any possible project-related impacts. Please keep in mind thal the scope of federally
listed specics compliance also includes any interrelated or interdependent pruject activities (e.g.,
equiprient staging arcas, of[site borow matenial areas, or utility relocations) and any indireet or
cumulative effects,

Candidates and specics of concern have no legal protection under the Act and are included on the
web site for planning purposes only. We monitor the slatus of these specics, [ significant
declines are detected, these species could potentially be listed as eadangered or threatencd.
Therelore, actions thal may coatribute to thew decline should be avorded. We recommend that
candidates and specics of concemn be included in your surveys.

Alsa on the web site, we have included additional wildlife-related intornation that should be
considered if your project is a specific type. These include communication towers. power line
salety for vaprors, wad aud highway ugrovements and/or construction, spring developments and
livestock watering facilities, wastewaler facilities, and trenching operations.
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Under Exceutive Orders 988 and 11990, Federal agencies are required (0 minumize the
destruction. 1oss, or degradation of wetlands and Aoodplains. and preserve and enhance their
natural and beneficial values. We recommend vou contact the U.S. Army Corps ol Engincers lor
permitting requirements under section 404 of the Clean Water Act il vour proposed action could
impact loodplains oc wetlands. These habitats should be conserved theough avoidance, or
mitigated to ensuce no net loss of wetlands function and value.

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) prohibits rhe taking of migratory hirds nests. and eggs,
except as permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. To minimize the likelihood of
adverse impacts to all birds protected under the MDTA. we recommend construction actvilles
occur outside the general migeatory bird nesting scason of March through August, or (hat arcas
propased for construction during the nesting season be surveved. and when occupied. avoided
until nesting 15 complete.

We sugeest you contaet the New Mexico Deparlment of Ganie and Fish. and the New Mexico

Energy, Mincrals. and Natural Resources Department. Forestry Division for information
regarding fish, wildlife, and plants of State concern,

Thank you for your concern for endangered and threatened species and New Mexico's wildlife
hahitats We apprecinie your cflors to identify and avaid impacts to listed and sensitive species
in your project area.

Sincerely,

Wally Murphy

Ficld Supervisor





